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WESTERN POWER — OVERHEAD SERVICE CONNECTIONS — REPLACEMENT 

110. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the Economic Regulation Authority’s “New Facilities Investment Test Application for the Replacement 
of Overhead Customer Service Connections” as submitted by Western Power. 

(1) Provided it passes the ERA’s regulatory tests, when will this $71.1 million project commence? 

(2) How will this project be funded and will any funding for it be allocated in the 2011–12 budget? 

(3) Given that Western Power identified 240 000 connections as having the potential to cause electric shock 
in June 2009, why has the government delayed this project for over 18 months? 

(4) When will the remaining balance of 135 400 potentially unsafe connections needing replacement be 
replaced? 

(5) Can the minister guarantee the safety of these households; and, if not, why is he not insisting on all 
240 000 connections being replaced as part of this project? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Overhead service connection replacement is an ongoing work program that commenced in 2005 and is 
targeted for completion by 2015–16. 

(2) The budget for this program over the three-year period 2009–2012 is $71.1 million, of which 
$26 million is budgeted in 2011–12. The number of overhead service connections that are planned to be 
addressed as a part of this program over 2009–2012 is 104 600. 

(3) The project is already underway, with 31 100 service connections replaced during 2009–10 and 32 400 
service connections planned to be addressed in 2010–11. Western Power is on track to meet this target. 

(4) This program is planned for completion by 2015–16. It is one of the many programs that will be 
proposed by Western Power as part of its third access arrangement, which commences in 2012. 

(5) While some safety risk remains, work is in hand to progressively address all identified potential unsafe 
overhead service connections by 2015–16. 

 


